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VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1925. 


SUMMARY. 

Acres  of  Rural  District,  including  Camerton  ...  29,143 

Population,  estimated  ...  ...  ...  14,720 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  . . . 4*36 

Assessable  Value  ...  ...  ...  £78,399 

Rateable  ,,  ...  ...  ...  £98,664 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  ...  ...  £326 

Estimated  number  of  houses  ...  ...  3,581 

Estimated  number  of  cottages  ...  ...  2,679 

Death  Rate,  1925,  Bath  Rural  District  ...  11*82 

Ditto  Standarized  ...  ...  9*68 

Death  Rate,  1925,  per  1,000  living,  England  and 

Wales  ...  ...  ...  ...  12*2 

Average  Death  Rate  for  the  last  5 years,  Bath 

Rural  District  ...  ...  ...  1 1*60 

Birth  Rate,  1925,  England  and  Wales  ...  18*3 

Birth  Rate,  1925,  Bath  Rural  District  ...  13*11 

Average  Birth  Rate  for  the  last  5 years,  Bath 

Rural  District  ...  ...  ...  16*45 

Infant  Death  Rate  (under  1 year)  England  & Wales  75*00 

Ditto  Bath  Rural  District  ...  ...  88*6 

Rainfall  (inches)  ...  ...  ...  34*49 

Rainfall,  average (59  years,  1856-1924)  ...  30#76 
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RAINFALL  1925. 

Central  Station,  Henrietta  Park. 

N Latitude,  51°2S'S"  5 inch  Gauge. 
W Longitude,  2°21'-14"  O.D.  67  feet. 


Observations 
9 a.m.  daily. 

Rain  and  Snow, 
Total  Depth 
in  Inches. 

Number  of  days 
on  which 
Rain  fell. 

Greatest  Fall  in 
24  hours 
Depth. 

Date. 

January 

3-43 

19 

i 

•96 

] st 

February 

4-54 

21 

•82 

25th 

March 

0-88 

9 

•40 

1st 

April 

2-56 

20 

•81 

5th 

May 

4-54 

20 

•87 

18th 

June 

trace 

0 

trace 

1st 

July 

377 

15 

•55 

27th 

August 

2-34 

15 

•48 

8th 

September 

3-46 

16 

1-23 

19  th 

October 

276 

14 

•74 

19th 

November 

2-13 

13 

•58 

2nd 

December 

4-08 

22 

•76 

19  th 

Totals 

i 

34-49 

184 

— 

— 

Average  rainfall  : 30*82  (60  years  : 1866  to  1925). 
Highest  Reading  of  Barometer  on  January  19th  : 30*684. 
Lowest  Reading  of  Barometer  on  February  26th  : 28’683. 
Maximum  Temperature  on  June  11th  : 86*0. 

Minimum  Temperature  on  December  4th  : 19*5. 

Mean  Temperature  of  Air : 49*8. 

Number  of  Hours  of  Sunshine:  1551*5. 

Average  Sunshine  : 1548*9  (20  years). 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Bath  Rural  District  Council. 


3,  Grosvenor  Place,  Bath; 

April,  1926. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  following  Report  for  the 
year  1925. 

The  District  consists  of  19  parishes  surrounding  the 
City  of  Bath,  Camerton  and  Wellow,  which  includes 
Peasedown  St.  John,  being  still  the  most  populated. 

The  1920  census  gives  the  population  14,630,  but  the 
Register  General  now  has  fixed  it  at  14,720,  120  less  than 
1924.  The  physical  characters  of  the  people  are  principally 
agriculture  and  coal  mining.  I regret  to  say  that  there  has 
been  great  depression  in  the  latter  industry  and  unemploy- 
ment has  again  been  considerable. 

Several  hands  are  employed  in  mills,  viz.,  two  Flock 
Mills,  a Paper  Mill,  a Bag  Factory  and  Plasticine  Works. 
There  was  a fire  at  the  Counter  Factory  and  many  young 
people  in  the  Weston  Parish  lost  their  work  in  consequence. 
The  Poultry  Meal  Factory  at  Freshford  was  unsatisfactory  for 
most  of  the  year  and  in  the  hot  months  the  conditions  were 
very  bad  and  were  the  cause  of  many  inspections  on  my  part 
and  numerous  complaints  from  the  residents.  Your  Council 
in  October  took  steps  to  remedy  matters  by  summoning  the 
s before  the  Justices,  under  Sec.  114  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1875,  and  after  a prolonged  hearing,  the  following 
decision  was  arrived  at  by  the  Magistrates. 

1st.  All  machinery  to  be  removed  to  the  concrete  floors 
on  the  ground  floor. 

2nd.  Bones  and  other  material  used  in  the  business  to 
be  carried  to  and  from  the  factory  in  properly  covered 
vehicles  and  to  be  discharged  at  the  factory  in  a separate 
chamber  properly  protected  by  gauze  which  shall  be 
impervious  to  flies. 
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3rd.  Strict  observance  of  the  Offensive  Trade  Bye-laws, 
7 to  11,  of  the  Bath  Rural  District  Council. 

4th.  Proper  supervision  to  be  exercised,  so  that  all 
material  used  in  the  business  must  be  in  a fresh  condition 
and  free  from  maggots. 

5th.  Cooking  to  be  always  carried  out  under  the  super- 
vision of  one  of  the  partners  or  the  foreman. 

The  Beuch  adjourned  the  hearing  for  six  months  to  see 
the  effect  of  the  proposed  new  works  and  the  conditions  were 
accepted  by  Messrs.  Powling. 

I have  to  report  that  I have  received  many  complaints 
with  regard  to  gipsy  encampments,  and  in  order  to  deal 
effectually  with  them,  I have  asked  your  council  to  apply  to 
the  Ministry  of  Health  to  grant  the  adoption  of  Model  Bye- 
laws for  Tents  and  Vans. 


From  the  summary  of  Returns  by  the  Registrars,  the 
number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  19  parishes  of  the  District 
amounted  to  148 — as  the  returns  include  six  deaths  in  the 
Statutory  Hospital  at  Claverton  (all  City  cases),  one  suicide 
from  drowning,  two  inmates  at  Bailbrook  House,  and  seven 
other  visitors,  it  will  be  necessary  to  eliminate  these,  but  at 
the  same  time  adding  42  “transferable  deaths”  of  residents, 
who  have  been  taken  out  of  the  district  on  account  of  illnesses 
and  have  died  in  Institutions  and  Hospitals,  making  the  total 
number  174,  being  4 less  than  last  year — 91  males  and  83 
females,  giving  a corrected  death  rate  of  11*82  per  1,000, 
which  standarized  equals  9*68.  The  death  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  was  12*2. 

The  number  of  Births  which  was  registered  in  the 
District  was  203 — 99  males  and  104  females,  this  number 
includes  9 illegitimate  births,  4 males  and  5 females.  The 
excess  of  births  over  deaths  being  only  29.  I have  to  report 
a much  lower  birth  rate  being  13*11  per  1,000.  That  for 
England  and  Wales  was  18*3,  the  lowest  recorded  except  in 
the  war — years  1917  and  1918.  Fifty  years  ago  the  birth 
rate  of  this  country  was  35'4  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
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The  Births  registered  during  the  year  are  distributed  as 
follows  : — 

March.  June.  Sept.  Dec.  Year. 

M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  \J.  F. 

Midsomer  Norton 

(Camerton)  7649515421  20 

Bath  Rural  19  15  17  24  21  25  17  18  74  82 

Inward  Transfers — 

2 0 3 6 2 2 3 2 10  10 

Outward  Transfers — 

4512  0 11068 


Nett  Total  24  16  23  37  28  27  24  24  99  104 


It  may  be  interesting  to  refer  again  to  the  birth  and 
death  rate  for  the  last  ten  years  : — 


Year. 

Number  Births. 

Birth  Rate. 

1 

| No.  Deaths. 

j Death  Rate. 

1916 

282 

17-02 

i 

166 

12-20 

1917 

241 

16-45 

159 

12-10 

1918 

228 

15-61 

202 

14-34 

1919 

240 

17-00 

181 

13-46 

1920 

337 

23-21 

154 

10-87 

1921 

290 

19-82 

159 

10-86 

1922 

258 

17-63 

198 

13-53 

1923 

234 

15-08 

146 

9-90 

1924 

247 

1 6'64 

178 

12-00 

1925 

203 

13-11 

174 

11-82 

The  number  of  Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 
was  18 — 14  males  and  4 females,  including  2 illegitimate 
infants.  This  gives  a rate  of  just  over  10  per  1,000  of  the 
population  and  measured  by  the  proportion  of  deaths  and 
births  registered,  was  equal  to  88*6  per  1,000,  that  is  to  say, 
for  every  1,000- births  in  1925,  88  infants  died  before  the  first 
year  of  life  was  completed.  The  death  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  was  75,  the  same  as  last  year. 
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This  is  a higher  infant  death  rate  than  has  been  recorded 
for  some  years  and  is  due  to  the  large  number  of  premature 
births,  eight  deaths  occurring  under  one  week. 

The  18  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  occurred 


in  the  following  parishes  : 

Batheaston  ...  ...  2 

Camerton  ...  ...  1 

Claverton  ...  ...  1 

Hinton  Charterhouse ...  ...  1 

Swainswick  ...  ...  2 

Wellow  ...  ...  7 

Weston  (part  of)  ...  ...  4 


Total  18 

The  deaths  occurred  as  follows  Under  1 week,  8 ; 
1 — 4 weeks  inclusive,  4 ; 1 — 6 months,  3 ; 6 — 12  months,  3. 

The  following  Table  indicates  the  precise  cause  of  death 
of  each  of  the  174  persons  who  died  during  the  year  1925  : — 


Enteric  fever 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Small-pox 

Measles  ... 

1 

h 

Scarlet  fever 

Whooping  cough 

1 

1 

2 

Diphtheria 

Influenza  ... 

4 

5 

9 

Encephalitis  lethargica 

1 

1 

Meningococcal  meningitis 

. . . 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory 
system  ... 

6 

2 

8 

Other  tuberculosis  diseases 

3 

2 

5 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

9 

6 

15 

Rheumatic  fever 

Diabetes  ... 

"2 

1 

3 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc. 

4 

8 

12 

Heart  disease 

10 

18 

28 

Arterio-sclerosis 

5 

5 

10 

Bronchitis 

6 

8 

14 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

5 

5 

10 

8 


Other  respiratory  diseases 
Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 
Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 years) 
Appendicitis  and  typhlitis 
Cirrhosis  of  liver 
Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 
Puerperal  sepsis 
Other  accidents  and  diseases  of 


2 


1 

2 


4 


1 


6 


2 

2 


pregnacy  and  parturition 
Congenital  debility  and  malfor- 


1 


1 


mation,  premature  birth 
Suicide 

Other  deaths  from  violence 
Other  defined  diseases 


8 

1 

2 

12 


2 

1 

4 

15 


JO 

2 

6 

27 


All  Causes  83 


91 


174 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Enteric  Fever. — No  case  has  occurred  but  there  has 
been  one  case  of  Paratyphoid. 

Small  Pox. — There  have  been  no  cases.  Vaccination  is 
neglected  as  much  as  ever. 

Measles. — Seventy-four  cases  notified.  One  death,  an 
infant  at  Bathford.  The  outbreak  was  very  mild. 

Scarlet  Fever. — There  were  62  cases  notified.  There 
were  no  deaths,  17  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital.  The 
disease  was  most  prevalent  at  Freshford  and  Weston.  It  was 
of  an  exceedingly  mild  type  and  in  some  cases  there  was  some 
difficulty  in  diagnosis. 

Diphtheria. — Fight  cases  were  notified  and  7 of  these 
were  removed  at  once  to  Hospital.  There  were  no  deaths,  7 
of  the  number  were  in  Southstoke. 

Whooping  Cough  was  troublesome  in  several  parishes. 
There  were  two  deaths. 

Influenza.- — This  disease  caused  nine  deaths. 

Pneumonia. — Ten  deaths  were  registered  from  pneu- 
monia in  all  forms. 
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Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.— Twenty-four  cases  were 
notified,  these  were  scattered  over  the  district.  The  deaths 
registered  were  8 — 3 of  these  being  over  60  years. 

There  were  five  deaths  from  other  tuberculous  diseases. 

I am  grateful  to  your  Council  for  allowing  me  to  attend  the 
11th  Annual  Conference  of  The  National  Association  for  the 
Prevention  of  Tuberculosis.  The  Sessions  were  most  interest- 
ing and  I obtained  most  useful  information  and  briefly 
summarising  I should  like  to  add  : — 

(1)  That  40  per  cent,  of  file  non -pulmonary  cases  are  of 
bovine  origin.  That  the  outlook  with  regard  to  treatment, 
such  as  rest,  appliances,  sunlight,  artificial  sunlight  and  ultra 
violet  lamps  was  more  than  hopeful. 

(2)  That  Tuberculosis  is  a preventable  disease  and  with 
proper  precautions  it  will  probably  take  a generation  and  a 
half  to  stamp  it  out. 

(3J  That  all  milk  should  be  pasteurised. 

(4)  That  the  British  Climate  was  quite  suitable  for  the 
cure  of  Tuberculosis. 

That  Surgical  Tuberculosis  showed  preponderence  in 
country  districts. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  has  issued  very  important  regu- 
lations for  Prevention  of  Tuberculosis.  In  Circular  615, 
Local  Authorities  are  invested  with  specific  powers  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing  the  spread  of  infection  by  tuberculosis 
persons  through  the  medium  of  milk. 

Another  important  regulation  is  with  regard  to  meat 
inspections,  Circular  616,  which  is  exceedingly  far  reaching. 

The  Public  Health  (Meat.)  Regulations,  1924,  came  into 
force  on  the  1st  April,  1925.  These  affect  Slaughter  Houses 
and  Slaughtering,  Meat  Marking,  Stalls,  Shops  and  Stores 
and  Transport  and  Handling. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  has  made  an 
order  (the  Tuberculosis  Order  of  1925)  providing  for  the 
slaughter  of  bovine  animals  affected  with  certain  specified 
forms  of  tuberculosis  and  for  the  payment  of  Compensation 
in  respect  of  animals  so  slaughtered. 
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Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — Two  cases  were  notified  both 
of  which  made  complete  recovery. 

Puerperal  Sepsis. — No  cases. 


Dysentery. — No  cases. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. — One  death. 


The  following  cases  were  notified 


ini 


ing  the  year  : — 


Scarlet  Fever 

62 

Diphtheria 

8 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

24 

Other  Forms 

3 

Erysipelas 

1 

Measles 

74 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

Paratyphoid 

1 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

1 

Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia 

1 

Total 
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The  following  Schools  in  the  District  have  been  closed 
during  tlie  year  : — 


School. 

Closed. 

By  whom. 

Reason. 

From 

To 

Claverton 

May  1 5 

May  30 

.Dr.  Savage 

Wh.  Cough 

June  8 

June  13 

>> 

yy 

(exten 

sion) 

Bathford 

June  12 

July  4 

Dr.  Harper 

Mumps  and 
Wh.  Cough 

Weston  Inf. 

June  27 

July  12 

n 

Measles 

>» 

July  13 

Sum.  Hoi. 

j> 

>> 

(exten 

sion) 

Southstoke 

Oct.  1 

Oct.  10 

Dr.  Savage- 

Diphtheria 

Freshford 

Oct.  28 

Nov.  10 

Dr.  Harper 

Scarlet  F. 
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The  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows  : — 


Parish. 

S.  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Pulm.  Tub. 

Other  Forms 

J Erysipelas 

j Measles 

Oph.  Neon. 

J Paratyphoid 

A.  P.Tneu, 

A.  I.  Pneu. 

Totals 

Rat.hfurmt.nn 

Batheaston 

4 

1 

1 

6 

Bathford 

3 

2 

5 

Camerton 

1 

3 

8 

1 

13 

Charlcombe 

1 

. . . 

1 

Claverton 

"3 

2 

5 

Combe  Hay 

] 

1 

Dunkerton 

i 

2 

7 

10 

Englishcombe 

1 

. . . 

1 

2 

Fresh ford 

9 

1 

1 

11 

Hin.  Charterhouse 

Langridge 

...i 

Monkton  Combe  . . . 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

”9 

Southstoke 

9 

Lj 

7 

1 

1 

1 

12 

St.  Catherine’s  . . . 

Swainswick 

2 

1 

1 

4 

VVellow 

9 

3 

1 

23 

36 

Weston 

23 

6 

1 

i| 

29 

1 

61 

Woolley 

1 

. . .1 

1 

Totals 

62 

8 

241 

3 

1 

~7| 

A 

~] 

~T| 

J 177 

Diseases. 

Removed  to 
Hospital. 

Treated  at 
Home. 

Totals. 

Scarlet  Fever 

17 

45 

62 

Diphtheria 

7 

1 

8 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

5 

19 

24 

Other  Forms 

1 

2 

3 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

Measles 

74 

74 

Oph.  ^Neonatorum 

2 

2 

Paratyphoid 

i 

1 

Acute  Prim.  Pneumonia 

• . • 

i 

1 

Acute  Influ.  Pneumonia 

1 

1 

Totals 

32 

145 

177 
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IMOiM -INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Cancer.- — There  were  15  deaths,  a decrease  of  12  on  last 
year’s  returns. 

Early  diagnosis  and  early  operations  afford  the  best 
chance  to  the  patient  in  this  disease. 

HOUSING. 

The  24  houses  built  by  the  Council  under  the  Govern- 
ment Assisted  Scheme  are  all  occupied,  and  it  is  gratifying  to 
mention  that  the  occupants  are  excellent  tenants. 

Extensive  building  operations  are  again  a noteworthy 
feature,  especially  in  the  parishes  of  Bathampton  and  Weston, 
where  private  enterprise  is  conspicuous. 

Two  closing  orders  were  made  during  the  year,  and  as  I 
related  in  my  previous  report,  more  cottages  should  be  closed, 
but  in  consequence  of  the  difficulty  in  procuring  other  suitable 
accommodation,  it  would  be  ill-advised  to  proceed  with  such 
stringent  measures. 

Further  details  of  Housing  are  to  be  found  in  the 
Inspector’s  Report. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Generally  speaking,  the  public  water  supplies  throughout 
the  district,  provided  by  the  Council,  have  been  well  main- 
tained, and  in  no  instance,  with  the  exception  of  Peasedown 
St.  John,  has  the  public  suffered  from  want  of  water  from 
natural  causes,  as  the  various  springs  acquired  for  the 
purpose,. yielded  ample  quantity  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
the  parishes  and  hamlets  for  which  such  public  supplies  have 
been  provided,  viz.,  Bathampton,  Bathford,  Hinton,  Upper 
Swainswick,  Tadwick,  WellowT  Village,  Shoscombe,Dunkerton, 
Pipehouse,  Monkton  Combe  Village  and  part  of  Weston.  The 
supplies  have  been  continuously  under  observation  and 
analysed  from  time  to  time. 

The  following  villages  are  all  supplied  from  springs  and 
wells  : — Combe  Hay,  Charlcombe,  Englishcom.be,  Lang  ridge,. 
St.  Catherine  and  Woolley. 
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During  the  year  it  was  found  necessary  to  further  extend 
the  water  mains  at  Bathampton,  as  the  result  of  continuous 
building  operations.  This,  however,  means  a great  demand 
upon  the  springs,  and  in  the  event  of  a dry  season,  it  is 
reasonable  to  infer  that  the  supply  may  possibly  be 
intermittent.  The  supply  was  slightly  augmented  by  the 
addition  of  two  springs,  which  had  been  diverted. 

I am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  Peasedown  supply 
has  not  been  so  intermittent  as  the  previous  year,  and  fewer 
breakages  are  a noticeable  feature. 

The  parts  of  the  district  supplied  by  the  Bath  Corporation 
and  the  Combe  Down  Waterworks  Company,  have  had  a very 
satisfactory  and  constant  supply. 

SEWERAGE. 

The  sewers  and  sewage  tanks  have  received  the  necessary 
attention  to  ensure  an  efficient  maintenance,  and  the  latter 
have  been  emptied  periodically,  the  sludge  from  these  being 
dug  or  ploughed  into  adjoining  land. 

The  sewer  at  Broadmoor  Lane,  Weston,  has  been 
extended  to  serve  the  newT  houses  recently  erected  there. 

At  Bathampton  where  extensive  building  operations  are 
in  progress,  a new  sewer  half  a mile  in  length  has  been  laid. 

A new  6-in.  sewer  has  been  laid  at  Combe  Down  where 
eight  new  houses  have  been  built  on  the  allotment  site. 

The  Monkton  Combe,  etc.,  Sewerage  Scheme,  to  which  I 
alluded  in  my  last  report  as  being  re-commenced,  is  now 
nearing  completion.  This  scheme  has  been  somewhat 
delayed  owing  to  unknown  and  disused  underground  workings 
of  the  Bath  Stone  industry. 

Up  to  the  time  of  writing  £35,000  has  been  expended  on 
this  very  necessary  work. 

Complaints  were  received  of  the  state  of  the  ditch  at 
Freshford.  This  was  cleaned  out  during  the  summer,  and 
no  complaint  has  since  been  made.  Large  deposits  of  sand, 
washed  down  after  heavy  rains,  should  be  more  frequently 
removed. 
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FOOD. 

Supervision  over  the  meat  supply  is  now  much  more 
satisfactory.  The  Rural  District  Councils  (Slaughter  Houses) 
Order,  1924,  came  into  operation  on  January  1st,  1925.  This 
gives  Rural  District  Councils  the  same  powers,  etc.,  relating 
to  slaughter  houses,  as  Urban  Authorities  have. 

The  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  came  in  on  April 
1st,  1925.  These  require  that  animals  are  to  be  slaughtered 
at  fixed  times  on  fixed  days,  and  provisions  for  examinations 
of  the  carcase  and  internal  organs  by  an  Inspector  is  arranged 
for  by  notice  given  to  the  Local  Authority,  if  any  of  these 
parts  prove  to  be  unsound. 

Meat  must  be  protected  against  contamination  by  flies 
and  must  not  be  placed  within  18  inches  of  the  ground 
except  in  a closed  cupboard  which  must  not  be  less  than 
9 inches  from  the  ground.  I must  again  emphasise  the 
danger  of  flies  in  the  summer  and  strongly  advise  that  every* 
precaution  should  be  taken  to  prevent  them  from  breeding 
in  the  spring  and  early  summer,  and  recommend  the  protec- 
tion of  all  forms  of  food,  especially  milk. 

MILK  Ai^fP  DAIRIES. 

Section  3 of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act,  1922, 
is  much  helping  to  improve  the  supply  and  treatment  of  milk 
and  this  considerably  strengthened  by  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
(Consolidation)  Act,  1915,  which  came  into  operation  on  1st 
September,  1925.  This  enlarges  the  power  of  the  Officers  of 
the  Local  Authority  to  take  samples  of  milk,  these  samples 
may  be  taken  at  any  time. 

The  reference  to  Inspections  of  Dairies  will  be  found  in 
the  Inspector’s  Report. 

Very  important  and  necessary  Sanitary  work  has  again 
been  carried  out  during  the  year,  and  month  by  month  this 
work  increases. 

I have  had,  as  usual,  the  cordial  assistance  of  the 
Surveyor,  Mr.  F.  W.  Kelwav,  and  the  Assistant,  Mr.  E.  W. 
Stevens. 

I desire  to  thank  the  Chairman,  Vice-Chairman,  and 
Members  of  the  Council  for  their  ready  assistance,  and  co- 
operation in  all  sanitary  matters. 

J.  MAURICE  HARPER. 

M.O.H,  D.P.H. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Bath 
Rural  District  Council . 


12,  Charlotte  Street,  Bath. 

April,  1926. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  again  the  honour  of  submitting  to  you  my  Annual 
Report,  for  the  year  1925,  of  work  carried  out  in  the  Sanitary 
Department  of  this  Authority  for  the  sixteenth  year,  as 
required  by  the  Regulations  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

House  Refuse  Removal, 

As  in  previous  years  the  District  Council  has  undertaken 
the  removal  of  house  refuse  in  the  following  villages  : — 

Bathampton,  Batheaston,  Bathford,  Combe  Down,  Weston 
and  the  hamlet  of  Bailbrook.  Considering  the  number  of 
houses  from  which  the  refuse  is  collected,  the  complaints  of 
non-removal  have  been  very  few.  The  house  refuse  is 
disposed  of  by  the  contractors  themselves,  largely  on  land  or 
burnt,  with  the  exception  of  Weston,  arrangements  having 
been  made  with  the  Bath  Corporation  for  this  refuse  to  be 
incinerated  at  the  City  Destructor,  at  a charge  of  four  shillings 
and  sixpence  per  ton  delivered.  This  system  has  been  most 
satisfactory. 


Closet  Accommodatiorp. 

I estimate  the  number  of  the  various  types  of  closets  in 
use  in  the  district  to  be  as  follows  : — 


Closets  with  flushing  apparatus  ...  2,120 

Water  closets,  but  hand  flushed  ...  902 

Pail  or  earth  closets  . . ...  553 

Privies  ...  ...  ...  190 
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Housing^. 

New  houses  erected  during  1924-25 
New  houses  in  course  of  erection,  December, 
1924-25 

Number  of  fresh  houses  inspected 
Number  reported  as  unfit  for  human  habitation 
Number  defective,  but  not  sufficient  to  report 
as  unfit 

Number  without  recorded  defects 


1924. 

28 

33 

43 

1 

35 

7 


Action  taken , and  residts  in  regard  to  houses 


as  reported  as  unfit. 

Number  so  reported  ...  ...  ...  1 

Closing  Orders  made  ... 

Being  made  fit  without  Closing  Order 
Put  in  repair  after  Closing  Order  ...  1 

Still  closed  at  end  of  year  ...  ...  1 

Demolished  ...  ...  ...  1 


Action  taken  as  regard  to  defective  houses. 
Number  so  examined  ... 

Number  with  defects  remedied  by  end  of  year 
Number  still  defective  at  end  of  year 
Number  in  hand 


1925. 

24 

17 

3 

4 


Total  number  of  new  houses  last  five  years  ...  133 

Average  number  of  working-class  houses  built 

annually  during  last  five  years  ...  25 

Average  number  of  working-class  houses  built 

annually  during  the  five  years  before  the  war  30 
Number  of  working-class  houses  built  between 
Jan.  1st,  1914,  and  Dec.  31st,  1918 


1925. 

60 

34 

52 

1 

24 

27 


1 

2 

1 

1 


13 
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Housing,  etc.,  Act,  1923. 

Number  of  houses  for  which  subsidies  were 

granted  to  Dec.  31st,  1925  ...  ...  62 

Number  of  subsidy  houses  which  have  been 

completed,  and  final  certificates  issued  to 
Dec.  31st,  1925  ...  ...  ...  29 

Number  in  course  of  erection,  Dec.  31st,  1925  33 

Total  amount,  of  lump  sum  subsidies,  granted 

to  Dec.  31st,  1925  ...  ...  £3885 

Annual  subsidies  granted  to  Dec.  31st,  1925  ...  £36 


Slaughter  Houses. 

There  are  twelve  private  slaughter  houses  in  use  within 
the  district,  eleven  being  registered,  and  one  being  licensed, 
and  are  distributed  as  follows  : — 

Registered  Slaughter  Houses. 

3 
3 

1 
2 
1 
1 

Licensed  Slaughter  House. 

Fresh  ford  ...  1 

These  slaughter  houses  are  of  the  usual  type  which 
prevail  in  all  rural  districts,  small,  and  not  specially  erected 
for  the  object  they  now  serve. 

In  twelve  of  the  parishes  there  is  no  slaughter  house,  and 
thirteen  villages  are  without  a butcher’s  shop.  Consequently 
the  greater  part  of  the  meat  supply  comes  from  Bath,  which 
being  a residential  town,  the  meat  generally  is  of  a first-rate 
quality.  A large  number ‘of  animals  are  taken  from  this  area 
into  Bath  for  slaughter. 

Since  the  advent  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations, 
1924,  etc.,  which  came  into  force  on  April,  1925,  inspections 
have  been  made  at  the  various  slaughter  houses  and  places  of 


Batheaston 

Camerton 

Combe  Down 

Dunkerton 

Englishcombe 

Weston 


18 


occasional  slaughtering,  but  reference  should  be  made  that 
inspections  cannot  be  so  frequent  as  one  would  desire  owing 
to  the  distance  the  slaughter  houses  are  from  one  another, 
some  being  nine  miles  apart,  and  also  to  the  hours  and  days 
of  slaughtering  coinciding. 

Eleven  slaughter  house  occupiers  gave  notice  of 
slaughtering  at  a fixed  time,  and  four  notices  under  Section  9 
were  received,  which  refer  to  notification  to  the  Local 
Authority  of  carcases  or  organs  suspected  of  being  diseased 
or  unsound.  The  number  of  notices  referring  to  the  slaughter 
of  animals  received  during  the  nine  months  ending  December, 
1925,  was  297. 


Speaking  generally,  the  quality  of  the  carcases  have  been 
good,  and  the  following  summary  will  show  the  carcases  and 
organs  which  it  was  necessary  to  condemn  : — 


Animals  and  Parts  Condemned. 

During  1st 
Half  Year. 

During  2nd 
Half  Year. 

Total  for 
the  Year. 

Oxen  and  Calves — 

Whole  Carcase 

1 

3 

4 

Fore  or  Hind  Quarters  only 

1 

— 

1 

Head 

— 

1 

1 

Internal  Organs  alone  — 

— 

1 

1 

Sheep — 

Organs  alone  ... 

— 

o 

o 

o 

O 

Totals 

2 

8 

10 

Nine  carcases  of  cows  were  destroyed  which  have  been 
dealt  with  under  the  new  Tuberculosis  Order,  which  came 
into  force  in  September,  1925. 


Industries. 

Paper  Making — 1 Mill.  Plasticine. 

Flock  Manufacture — 2 Mills.  Fuller’s  Earth. 

Three  Coal  Mines.  Wholesale  Stationery. 

Small  Stone  Quarries.  Chicken  Meal  Manufacture. 

Agriculture. 
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Milk  Supply. 

Number  of  Cow-keepers,  Dec.  1924  ...  ...  138 

„ „ „ , Dec.  1925  158 

Distributors  who  are  also  producers,  Dec.  1925.  ...  50 

Distributors  alone  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Number  of  Notices  to  Limewash  Cowsheds,  etc.  ...  140 


Inspections  are  made  by  the  M.  0.  H.  Inspector  and  his 
Assistant.  The  register  has  been  completed  by  means  of 
printed  notices  and  general  enquiries. 

Owing  to  the  publicity  of  the  Clean  Milk  Campaign,  I 
am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  a gradual  improvement 
is  taking  place.  Where  once  we  were  open  to  ridicule,  we 
are  now  often  asked  for  advice.  Arrangements  are  now  being 
made  for  Clean  Milk  Demonstrations  by  the  County  Council 
Institute  Staff,  and  five  centres  have  already  been  fixed  up  for 
early  in  1926.  I personally  think  that  these  demonstrations 
are  a great  boon,  and  tend  to  further  the  aims  of  us  all  who 
are  working  for  obtaining  a cleaner  milk  supply. 

As  I reported  last  year  no  producer  has  marketed 
Certified,  Graded,  or  Pasteurised  Milk.  These  grades  of 
milk  are  retailed  in  the  district,  but  chiefly  come  from  the 
City  of  Bath. 

No  action  was  taken  as  to  tuberculous  milk,  but  nine  cows 
dealt  with  under  the  new  Tuberculosis  Order,  were  slaughter- 
ed and  destroyed. 
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SUMMARY  OF  WORK  CARRIED  OUT  DURING 
THE  YEAR  1925. 


1292  Notices,  letters,  &c.,  delivered  and  posted. 

35  Lengths  of  sewers  tested  by  water  and  smoke. 

45  Sets  of  house  drains  ditto  ditto 

10  Defects  remedied  in  sewers  and  drains. 

5 Nuisances  from  closets  abated. 

17  Nuisances  from  cesspools  abated. 

5 Water  supplies  to  houses  remedied. 

286  Visits  to  houses  after  infectious  diseases. 

151  Cases  of  tuberculosis  in  district — 12  transfers  1925. 
10  Samples  of  water  analysed. 

9 General  repairs  to  houses. 

6 Repairs  to  water  supplies,  &c.,  remedied. 

22  Accumulations  dealt  with. 

140  Notices  to  limewash  cowsheds,  etc. 

5 Nuisances  from  animals  abated. 

3 Overcrowding  cases  abated. 

29  Factory  inspections. 

37  Workshop  inspections. 

14  Bakehouse  inspections. 

18  Offensive  trades  inspections. 


In  conclusion  I again  desire  to  thank  the  Chairmen  of 
the  Council  and  Committees,  and  also  the  Members  of  the 
Council  for  their  assistance  and  kind  consideration  shewn  to 
me  during  the  year. 

I have  also  to  thank  the  Clerk  and  Medical  Officer  of  this 
Council  and  also  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  their  hearty 
co-operation  and  advice  during  the  past  twelve  months. 

F.  W.  KELWAY,  A.  R.  San.  Inst., 

Sanitary  Inspector . 


